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Forthcoming Events for your diary:

Ch r is t m as D raw Ni gh t
Saturday, 15 December

Drinks in Pro-Shop (from 6.30pm)
Presentation of 2012 Captains’ Charity
Cheque
Food Pro-Shop Draw
Club Christmas Draw

N ew Ye a r ’ s E ve
D i n ner D an ce

Monday, 31 December
Spaces still available
£32.50 per person

FRIDAY NIGHT PUB QUIZ & CURRY
Friday 1 February

50p ENTRY - WINNER TAKES ALL
Food from 7.00pm
Quiz at 8.30pm
Everyone welcome

Captain’s Drive-in
Photographs supplied by Ken
Coburn and George Clelland

from the Club Captain

George Clelland
Club Captain
Firstly, I’d like to congratulate and thank our immediate past
Captains, John, Fiona, Roger and Ben for all their efforts in
making 2012 such a successful year for the Club.
All through my year as Vice-Captain, John and several
other past Captains were warning me about the rite of
passage of the Drive-In ... “whatever secrets you
might have, they’re sure to find you out!” ... was the
refrain. However, as the day drew nearer I decided to
cast my fate to the winds and concentrate instead on
making sure that at the investiture I could tie my
Captain’s tie without a mirror and would then not trip
over the microphone lead.
Thank you to everyone for your support on the day. I
hope you all had as much fun as I did though the
dance solo was a bit exhausting! My thanks for putting
on a great show go to Keith (Braveheart) Halls, Simon
(Madame Sprout) Wills, David (Judge Jeffreys) Sault,
Matt (PC 49) Smith and the Jags – James Stewart,
Gill Male, Eddie Martin and Martin Abbott, and I
mustn’t forget the prop-mistress, Jan White, and also
John White and James’ girlfriend Becky who helped
behind the scenes.
I admit that I “thinned” my Drive-In slightly, as
obviously a few quick swings and some poses for the
camera don’t exactly count as a warm-up for a honed
athlete such as myself. However, I noted that at the
Ladies Captain’s Drive-In, Jane was allowed a
practice ball, albeit an exploding one, before striking a
beautiful shot towards the green.
A great deal of thanks is due to Mary Rook, Lesley
and Eddie Martin and James Stewart for selling,
scattering and then collecting all the marker pegs on
both Saturday and Sunday. Over the two days we
raised £663 - a superb start for the Captains’ Charity.
The winners of the champagne for the pegs nearest to
where my ball came to rest, which was some distance
past the flag, were Terry Hallas and my daughter
Susan.
I’m really looking forward to the coming year and
working with Les, Jane and Charlotte, Pete and
Andrew, and Ben and Josh in representing the Club
and supporting the golfing and social events. We hope
that you’ll find that the programme provides a good
balance of competitive and social golf and a varied set
of social events to enjoy in the Clubhouse.
The Club will be hosting two County matches this year
with the Senior Men playing against Surrey in July and
the Senior Ladies against Berkshire in September.
The selection of Alresford to host County matches and
the fact that our Pro-Am is the most popular amongst
the professionals reflects the high standing in which
our course is held and is something we should all be
proud of.

The Club is represented in one national and three
local knock-out competitions for Men. The Mail on
Sunday Classic and County 7’s teams are organised
by James Stewart; the Gales Hockley Over 50’s team
is organised by Ken Mills and the Kindred Clubs
Foursomes team is managed by Terry Glynn. I’m
delighted that James, Ken and Terry have agreed to
continue to manage these teams and I look forward to
supporting their efforts. We aim to put forward our
strongest teams for these competitions, so look for the
notices which will be posted early in the New Year with
the eligibility criteria.
If friendly matches are more to your liking and you
have an active handicap, then there is the opportunity
to represent the Club by playing in the Men’s, Mixed,
Ladies or Vets matches. The Ladies and Vets matches
will be covered in the eBulletin by Jane and Pete. The
Men’s matches will this year be organised by myself
and Vice-Captain Les Thorne. The fixtures are all in
next year’s diary as well as listed on the match
noticeboard just outside the Men’s Changing Room.
The Mixed matches will be organised by Kate Mills
and information on these matches will be on the Mixed
Golf noticeboard in the Entrance Hall. From playing
last year, I know how efficiently Kate organises these
matches, so I’m really pleased she’s agreed to
continue running the team. Some of the friendly
matches are played midweek and some at weekends
with a more or less 50/50 split between home and
away. Playing in the matches is a great way to meet
and play with other members and also to play other
courses.
At the AGM, I announced on behalf of Jane, Pete and
myself that the Captains’ Charity for 2013 is the
Hampshire and IOW Air Ambulance. This charity
receives no government funding and is totally reliant
on sponsorship, fund raising and donations to raise
the £125,000 a month needed to keep the helicopter
flying. Statistics have shown that using an air
ambulance to get patients to the hospital appropriate
to their needs can shorten the average stay in
intensive care by 5 to 7 days and can reduce deaths
from head injuries by 15%. Our primary fund raising
event will be the Captains’ Charity Day on 9 June, but
the Captains’ Charity bottle is available at the end of
the bar for any fines or other donations you care to
make.
As has been the custom over the last few years, I’m
issuing a challenge of a 4BBB match to any pair men, ladies or mixed - to take on myself and Phil
Bryden in the Captain and Pro Challenge. At stake is a
minimum donation of £10 per head to the Captains’
Charity to be paid by the losing pair. This is a great

Club Captain contd.

opportunity to see how a professional, who really
knows the course, plays all the holes, so find a partner
and arrange a date with either myself or Phil. You
never know what useful tips you might pick up.
A short reminder of two social golfing events over the
festive season which are open to all members, their
friends and house guests. On Boxing Day, there’s the
annual Captain v Pro Challenge in which players are
randomly assigned to either team and play 9 holes
4BBB Match Play. Tee offs will be from 9am
to10.30am and then afterwards there will be a ball
draw and some refreshments courtesy of the Social

Committee. On New Year’s Day, there’s a 9-hole
Stableford roll-up from 11am to 12 noon which is
organised by the Ladies Section. Please note that the
courtesy of the course is only offered to those taking
part in these social events.
Finally, my wife Jennifer and I look forward to
enjoying the year with you all, and wish each one
of you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.

George Clelland

ladies’ section

Jane Scott
Ladies’ Captain
Firstly, I must congratulate Fiona on an excellent
year as our Ladies Captain.

I am very fortunate to have Charlotte Bass as my
Vice-Captain and I know that Charlotte will be a
great support to me during the year.

I thoroughly enjoyed my “drive-in” day, although the
weather could have been a little kinder. I have been
very touched by the many cards, gifts and good
wishes that I received, so thank you.

When I did my “drive-in”, which was a revised format
so I drove from the 10th tee to the 18th green, the
first ball that Mary Rook placed down for me to hit
was an “exploding” one! I will be out for revenge
during the year – so you have been warned Mary!
The number of sticks sold for both George and my
“drive-ins” was fantastic and helped to get our
chosen charity off to a very positive start.

The ladies golfing calendar will soon be under way
as we visit Corhampton on Thursday to play in our
Winter Triple League which also includes a team
from Lee-on-the-Solent. We go there as current
holders of the trophy, so let’s hope we can bring it
back to the Club when the competition comes to a
conclusion in February.

Just a few days later, we have our Christmas Texas
Scramble taking place when approx 70 ladies will
take part with a further dozen joining us for our
festive lunch. I am sure to conclude the day, one or
two Christmas Carols will be sung.
Although it does seem a little early, I wish all our
members a Happy Christmas and a happy
golfing year in 2013.

Jane

vets’ section

Peter Dowse
Vets’ Captain
Welcome everyone to my first news of all that is
happening within the Veterans Section.

Following on as Captain from Roger Corkhill is an
honour. Roger has done so much work in organising
the section into a cohesive body. The structure of
the committee enables the workload of running such
a large section (160+ members) to be shared across
all the elected officers. I thank them all for their
commitment and assistance.
People may think that golf goes quiet around this
time of the year, but not for the Vets. Within a few
hours of becoming Captain we started our interclub
Winter League with a home match against
Corhampton. The result was a hard fought draw. We
play South Winchester away on the 4 December,
another very tough game. More news on the Winter
League next issue.
The official Vets Roll-up takes place every
Wednesday morning between 7.45 to 9. Meet with
the organising “Bagman” in the entrance of the club

and he will get you away. It's a wonderful system for
meeting new friends. Philip Cartwright joined us
recently, and on his first Roll-up outing shared the
1st place monies. That’s the way to do it Philip. The
result of each roll-up will be published monthly.
Come and join us.
The last of the year’s events takes place on the 12
December. This is the Vets Texas Scramble and
Xmas Lunch. We have over 100 entrants for this
wonderful day. As this is a “Fun” occasion, a special
Captain’s prize will be awarded to the wearer of the
most outragous tie, as judged by Mary Panter.

To finish on a personal note, I would like to thank the
many members who have sent Jean their best
wishes for swift recovery following her accident.
Seasonal greetings, have a Happy Christmas
everyone.
Pete Dowse.

news from bar and catering committee

We are now in the process of finding new caterers following Robbie's and Sheena 's announcement at the
AGM that they would be leaving in the spring.
We are looking to increase the number of people on the B&C Committee. It is an interesting committee to
serve on and anybody who would like to join should get in touch with Lesley Martin.
There is a new range of wines available at the bar.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Forthcoming events
Saturday 15 December
New Year’s Eve

Draw Night
Dinner and Disco.

Lesley Martin

Chair of Bar & Catering

from the chairman

Another year has passed and another captain driven
in. John McIlree did a splendid job last year and I am
sure George Clelland will do the same this year. We all
wish him well.
For those of you unable to attend the AGM, I thought I
would repeat what the Planning and Development
Committee said about the car park:

“We have continued to search for agreement on the
issue of car park resurfacing, although time and
technical expertise have necessitated additional
resources. During the year David Farr was appointed
as project manager and with the Management
Committee’s approval an independent engineering
assessment has been commissioned into the viability
of the various options under consideration, specifically
in respect of drainage and planning. His preliminary
report has just been received and will be considered at
the next Management Committee meeting. Thereafter

match committee report

My time as Match Secretary is over and I have now
handed over to David Robertson. However, it seemed
unfair to land him with the eBulletin report after only
being in post for a few days. Next month I shall be
writing the report of the Greens Committee and he can
have this space!

Apart from the A.G.M., the main event in November
which concerned the Match Committee was the
Presentation evening on Friday the 16th. I was
pleased to see how many members came along, not
only the trophy winners but those that had not won
anything as well. Malcom Scott explained the problem
about the non-arrival of the glassware due to the
suppliers going bankrupt. However, an alternative
source is being found and members will be able to
collect their glasses from Malcolm when they do arrive.
I must apologise to Robin Irving for omitting his name
as winner of the Wessex Knock-Out Salver when

competition results

all being well, planning permission will be applied for,
the method of funding agreed and tenders sought from
contractors. Presentations will then be made to the
members and a Special General Meeting finally called
when a vote will be taken on whether or not to
proceed. The method of funding has yet to be settled
and this will be one of the first priorities of the new
treasurer but it is anticipated that the cost can be met
without recourse to a new levy or the raising of
subscriptions”.
I would also like to say thank you once again to all of
our staff for their hard work throughout the year and
without whom the Club would not be the pleasant and
friendly place we all know.
May I wish them and you the members a very
happy and peaceful Christmas and a dry golfing
New Year

Tony Bussy Chairman

putting the results in The Links. Also, due to illness, the
Cooper Foursomes had not been played before the
deadline for The Links so I thought it would be
appropriate to mention the result here: the winners
were Kevin Lane and Stuart Binfield.
After Turkey Trots which are sponsored by the butchers,
C. E. Evans; our competitions end this year with a
Stableford on 9 December. Although on Boxing Day
there is the traditional friendly “Professional versus
Captain” 9-hole event in which all are invited to take part
– just turn up and you will be randomly put in one of the
teams, and when you come in there are the traditional
drinks and nibbles from the Social Committee.

As I have said in The Links, I would thank all members
of the match committee for their support during the
year. I have had a very enjoyable five years as Match
Secretary and I wish David Robertson every success
in 2013.
Peter Spreadbury
Match Secretary

17 November Stableford
Division I
1 Andrew Jones

45pts
(equals course record!)
2 Richard West
39pts
3 David Nightingale 37pts

Division II
1 Michael Green
2 Mark Fairbairn
3 Peter Harwood

41pts
40pts
39pts

news from the greens

We are pleased to introduce 17 “new members” to
the course, they all have their own wool jumpers
and have elected their own Captain. Hopefully they
won’t try and have their own Texas Ramble before
Christmas. The SHEEP arrived on Friday 9
November and apart from the occasional escapee,
are happy in their enclosure and resigned to an
enjoyable stay over the winter. The enclosure will be
moved next week and progressively thereafter as
each area of rough is cropped.

The enclosure must not be entered to retrieve errant
golf balls and be aware the fence is electrified and
will give a “shock” if touched. A Local Rule has been
introduced for any golf balls deposited in the pen or
if the fence interferes will play. Relief under Rule 251 applies.

Course Maintenance

Clearing the leaves forms the major task at this time
of year. It is a slow and laborious task and has to be
done in stages. Initially they are blown to one side of
the fairway and then collected sometime later. Relief
can be taken from leaves awaiting collection.
PITCH MARKS on the greens continue to be an
issue. If we are to retain our reputation for good
greens then it is essential that everyone repairs any
mark visible on the greens and ensures their playing
partners do likewise. It is extremely demoralising to
the Greens Staff to see their good work being

a look at rules

abused by irresponsible action (or lack of it)
presently demonstrated by a large proportion of our
members!!

Winter Programme

The winter programme work has been delayed as a
result of the continued wet weather and has been
restricted to areas where the use of heavy
machinery won’t damage the course.

Some of the bare patches around the course have
been re-turfed but other areas although prepared,
have still to be turfed. The work will be completed as
soon as weather conditions improve.
Work is progressing with the new tee for the Wedge
Practice Area. A raised platform has been
constructed from old railway sleepers, which will be
filled, levelled then an artificial surface applied.
When completed, the existing practice mats will be
laid on the artificial surface. Practice must be from
these mats only as the artificial surrounds are not
play standard quality.

Mounding around some of the Short Course greens
has been completed and seeded. The base for the
water fountain on Curly’s Barn has been completed.
Laurie Clark
Chairman of Greens

supplied by Celia Batten

email: celia@celiabatten.vispa.com

Decision 13-4/34

Touching bare earth wall of bunker on backswing

Question: In playing from a bunker, a player touches a bare earth wall of the bunker with
his club on his backswing. What is the ruling?
Answer on final page

from the Secretary

New Members

May I remind all members that we are welcoming
new membership enquiries for all categories. If you
know any friends or acquaintances who are thinking
of joining a club or changing clubs, please do your
best to sell them the benefits of Alresford.
Membership packs are available from the office
which detail the benefits and prices (including new
payment options). We would be delighted to show
any prospective members around the club and
arrange a round of golf for them.

Sheep on the course

All members are reminded that entry into the
sheep enclosure is NOT permitted.
Members with pace-makers must stay away
from the electric fence.
If a ball is in the sheep enclosure, it MUST NOT be
retrieved, and another ball must be substituted and
dropped in accordance with Rule 25-1b. If it is
known or virtually certain that a ball that has not
been found is in the sheep enclosure, the player
may take relief, without penalty, as prescribed under
Rule 25-1c.
THIS LOCAL RULE IS NOT OPTIONAL – ALL
PLAYERS MUST TAKE NOTE.

Club Roll Up

Fancy a game in the week? All members are
welcome to come along to the “club roll-up” on
Wednesday mornings. The usual start time is 11am
during the summer and 10.30am during the winter
months all timings subject to any advanced tee
reservations. Please check the club website and
main noticeboard for any ‘last minute’ changes.
DECEMBER
Wednesday 5 - 10.30am
Wednesday 12 - Vets Christmas Golf and
AGM - please check
noticeboard
Wednesday 19 - 10.30am
Wednesday 26 - NO ROLL-UP

JANUARY
Wednesday 2 - 10.30am
Wednesday 9 - 11.00am (Golf Society)
Wednesday 16 - 10.30am
Wednesday 23 - 10.30am

Captain and Pro Boxing Day
Challenge

NEED SOME FRESH AIR ON BOXING DAY?
BLOW OFF THE COBWEBS AND WALK OFF THE
CHRISTMAS CAKE?
All members are welcome to bring friends or family
to play in the 9 holes competition FREE OF
CHARGE.
If you are not playing in the competition - normal
green fees apply for guests and visitors.

Win your subs for 2013 for only £10

Due to the success of the promotion run again last
year, we have decided to run the membership
subscription raffle again this year. Details of the
scheme are posted around the clubhouse and there
are 4 EXTRA prizes this year!! The winner will be
announced at the Christmas Draw Night on
Saturday 15 December.
Entry cost just £10 (multiple entries are permitted).
Please enter directly with the Secretary.
Entries must be received by 9.30am on Friday
14 December.

Sunday Lunches

Bookings are being taken for lunches on Sunday 16
and Sunday 23 December.

Please note change to Friday
Bar closing times

Over the Winter/Spring period the Clubhouse (and
Bar) will close on Fridays (from 2 November) as per
the normal weekday times of 6.30pm, unless there
is an event or pre-booked function.
Below is the current list of dates when the bar will
be open until 11pm:
21 December
11 January
1 February

Members should check the club website or bar for
any changes to these dates.

2013 Membership
Subscriptions

The 2013 subscription invoices should be available
for collection from the club during the week
beginning 10 December. They will be left in
alphabetical order on the table in the foyer.

Those that remain after 27 December will be posted
out. Please remember that this costs the club 50p
per letter now, so we are grateful if you could collect
when you are at the club.
Payment can be made in person by cash, cheque
and credit/debit card. Members are also reminded
that they can post cheques or make payments via
the telephone. Any payment with credit card will
however incur a 2% charge. We are also accepting
payment by direct bank transfer and details of this
will be sent out with the subs.

from the Secretary contd.

To assist the club and the Office workload we would
appreciate payment of all invoices on time and even
before the 1 January!

David and Mary wish all members
a Very Merry Christmas and
thank you all for your
support during
the year

If you wish to change or upgrade your category
please let us know as soon as possible and similarly
if you intend not to rejoin – a telephone call to let us
know is appreciated. Simply to ignore your invoice
and subsequent reminders just causes us extra
work.

David Maskery
Club Secretary

social scene

This is a busy time of the year for the social scene at
the golf club and I would like to thank everyone
involved (not just committee members) for their
amazing support, since my election as Chairman of
the committee. Although Les Thorne has accepted
the role of Vice-Captain it is hoped that he will still
play a vital role in the social events.
The “Captain’s Drive- In” took place on Sunday 25
November. We eventually decided to hold the event
outside, and we nearly missed all of the showers.
Among the highlights were Simon Wills dressed up
as a “lady of the night”, the Captain playing the
cornet and dancing to “Donald Where’s Your
Trousers”. George was a good sport and hit a sound
tee shot from the 10th tee past the 18th green.
Thanks goes to all members and guests that
attended the event. I am personally already looking
forward to Les’ drive-in and would like to mention
that preparations have already startedO
Up and coming events in December include:


The Christmas Draw Night (Saturday 15)
featuring some fantastic prizes and Trevor
“Fingers” Nice providing music for Christmas
Carols. Please buy your draw tickets from a
committee member so that you have a
chance of winning some prizes. Food will
also be available so please sign up early to
avoid disappointment.





Captain v Pro Boxing Day Challenge
(Wednesday 26). Please join us from 10am
for 9 holes (weather permitting), drinks and
snacks.

At the time of writing there were a few places
for the New Year’s Eve Dance. The event will
follow a similar format to last year including
dinner and disco. However, we will have
control over the celebrations at mid-night and
fireworks will follow.

As Les mentioned in the latest edition of The Links,
the recent music events have been a tremendous
success. It was decided that we would try and
arrange similar acts for 2013. A Robbie Williams
tribute act (who I am told also sings a few Rat Pack
hits) has just been booked for Saturday 23 February
2013. Please make a note in your diary!
Whilst we are unable to fulfil all requests, we would
be delighted to hear from members who have
suggestions about potential future events or
feedback from previous occasions. Please feel free
to contact me directly at jtfstewart@hotmail.com

James Stewart
Chair, Social Committee

The winners of the 100 Club prize draw in November were:
£100 - ‘Chubb’ Young
£32 - Hugh Smorfitt
£50 - Carol Clark
£32 - Bob Germon
£32 - Julian Moore
£32 - Neil Pidduck
Congratulations to the winners. The latest draw took place on Monday 3 December ... were you lucky
enough to get some extra cash for Christmas!
Not a member of the 100 Club?
If you're not a member of the 100 Club, you can become one for as little as £1 per month. Shares in the 100
Club are purchased for £1 per month and there is no limit on the number of shares which can be held. In
general, most members have between 1 and 5 shares and pay by monthly direct debit, though it’s also
possible to pay quarterly or annually. Each share is allocated a number which in entered in the monthly
draw. The top prize is £100, with a second prize of £50 and four other prizes of £32. For more information
contact George Clelland on 01962735008 or george.clelland@btinternet.com or call in to the Secretary’s
office.
George Clelland

Burns Supper 2013
Saturday 26 January 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Looking for something to brighten up a dreary January
evening?
Then come and enjoy the 21st Annual Burns Supper - a uniquely
Scottish experience in good company featuring whisky, haggis, neeps
(mashed swede) and tatties, and a light hearted appreciation of
Scotland’s Bard, and of course, the
skirl of the bagpipes.

This is always a popular event in the social calendar so look out for the
notice that will go up before Christmas.

Members and guests are all welcome.

Contact John McIlree or George Clelland
for further information.
Dress: Black Tie

rule answer

Answer: The player touched the ground in the hazard in breach of Rule 13-4b. The Note to Rule 13-4
permits a player's club to touch an obstruction ( such as an artificial wall) on his backswing. However, an
earth wall of a bunker is not an artificial wall.
Golf Club
Getting in touch: Alresford
Cheriton Road, Tichborne Down, Alresford, Hampshire SO24 0PN

DISCLAIMER

The Editorial Team takes no
responsibility for incorrect
information received from
Contributors.

email: secretary@alresfordgolf.co.uk

www.alresfordgolf.co.uk

Secretary: David Maskery

Tel: 01962 733746

eBulletin editor: Mike Gould

email: mpgmagwin21@sky.com

Professional: Malcolm Scott

Tel: 01962 733998

